
3 Minute thesis

 Britiannia Howe – First place & People’s Choice
 Jake Solka – Second place

JaMes L. Fisher Outstanding thesis 

Raeann Huffman (Agriculture, Dr. Nicholas Heller) – Overall University Winner: “Intercropping Corn and 
Soybean: Profitability of Different Agronomic Management Techniques”

Austin Calhoun (Biological Sciences, Dr. Ben Sadd) – 1st runner-up and CAS Sciences Winner:  
“Testing the Multiple Stressor Hypothesis: Chlorothalonil Exposure Alters Transmission Potential of a Bumble-

bee Pathogen But Not Individual Host Health”

Maura Freeman (Communication, Dr. Joe Zompetti) – CAS Humanities winner:  
“Exceptional Paternal American Heroes Triumph Over Big Bad Terrorists (Again): The Storied Episodes of Three  

Presidential Addresses Announcing the Elimination of Another Middle Eastern Terrorist Threat”

Jalal Fetrati (Sociology and Anthropology, Dr. Aaron Pitluck) – CAS Social Sciences winner:  
“Non-violent Resistance Movements and Substantive Democracy” 

CLarenCe W. sOrensen distinguished dissertatiOn 

Maggie DeMaegd (Biological Sciences, Dr. Wolfgang Stein): “Physiological Consequences of Neuromodulation 
and the Cellular Properties That Underlie Them”

Creative aCtivity initiative aWard

Ruth Burke (Art) 
Ela Przybylo (English) 

researCh initiative aWard

Brea Banks (Psychology) 
Matt Caplan (Physics) 

Luke Russell (Family & Consumer Sciences) 
Michele Shropshire (Nursing) 

Melinda Snodgrass (Special Education) 

Outstanding university Creative aCtivity

John Stark (Theatre & Dance) 
Tuyen Tonnu (Music) 

Outstanding university researCher

Kathryn Sampeck (Sociology & Anthropology) 
Justin Vickers (Music) 

CrOss-disCipLinary teaM aWard

Chris Mulligan (Chemistry), Jamie Wieland (MQM), and Michael Gizzi (Criminal Justice)

2022 Office of Research and Graduate Studies  
Awards Event program

sCheduLe OF events

Welcome Message – President Kinzy
Remarks – Provost Tarhule

Graduate Student Awards – Noelle Selkow
Faculty Awards – Craig C. McLauchlan

Closing Remarks – Craig C. McLauchlan



Creative aCtivity initiative aWard

ruth Burke (art)

Ruth Burke is an interdisciplinary artist, from and of the Midwest, who collaborates 
with animals in her creative practice. She is a teamster, farm laborer, professor, eques-
trian, and cultural worker. Straddling the practice of contemporary art and the field 
of human-animal studies, Burke has exclusively focused on human-animal relation-
ships in her practice since 2015. Her solo exhibitions include Polyrhythms (2020) at 
HSpace Gallery/The Muted Horn in Cleveland, Ohio; Susurrus (2019) at Mantle 
Artspace in San Antonio, Texas; and Mapping Empathy (2016) at halka art project in 
Istanbul, Turkey. Burke has received grant funding for projects from the Foundation 
for Contemporary Arts, the Greater Columbus Arts Council, and multiple educational 
institutions. She was a resident artist at ACRE (2019), a Michele Schara AIR at De-
troit Community School (2017), and a fellow in the inaugural cohort at the Animals 
& Society Institute (2017) at the University of Illinois-Champaign. She was a longstanding artist-in-residence 
at Firesign Farm (2016-2021) and mentored by farmer Ruth Ehman. Burke is currently an assistant professor of 
video art in the School of Art within the Wonsook Kim College of Fine Arts at Illinois State University.

eLa przyByLO (engLish) 

Ela Przybyło is an assistant professor in English and core raculty in Women’s, Gender, 
and Sexuality Studies at Illinois State University. She is the author of Asexual Erotics: 
Intimate Readings of Compulsory Sexuality (Ohio State University Press, 2019), editor of 
On the Politics of Ugliness (Palgrave, 2018), and author of many chapters and peer-re-
viewed articles in such journals as Feminist Formations, GLQ, and Journal of Lesbian 
Studies. Her current research projects include exploring motivations behind homopho-
bia and transphobia in Poland, with a focus on building queer and feminist genealogies 
of resistance, as well as looking at histories of menstrual suppression to understand 
how they reify binary gender. Her creative portfolio is comprised of auto-theory, po-
etry, and photography published in such venues as Entropy, Canadian Woman Studies, 
Borderlands: Texas Poetry Review, SAND Journal, and English Studies in Canada. Przybylo is also a founding and 
managing editor of the peer-reviewed, open access journal Feral Feminisms.  

researCh initiative aWard 

Brea Banks (psyChOLOgy) 

Dr. Brea Banks rejoined the Psychology Department in 2017 after attending Illinois 
State University as an undergraduate student-athlete and graduate student. Banks 
engages in research centered around equity. She has published work surrounding the 
microaggressive experiences of adolescents, the cognitive consequences of race-based 
insults, their impact on perceptions of climate, and the effectiveness of trainings and 
workshops that aim to address microaggressions.
Banks has a passion for working with students in her Researchers Addressing Micro-
aggressions in Schools (RAMS) research lab. She has co-authored 10 manuscripts and 
provided 14 presentations at regional and national conferences with graduate students. 
She has successfully supervised two dissertations and three thesis projects, one of which was the 2021 universi-
ty 3 Minute Thesis competition winner. She is currently chairing seven dissertation projects and is supervising 
several other graduate student projects. Banks serves as a section editor for the Journal of Underrepresented 
Minority Progress and is on the editorial board for the Journal of School Psychology. Since returning to ISU, she 
has authored 11 peer-reviewed articles, four book chapters, and one encyclopedia entry. She has presented 14 
posters and talks at conferences, and has given 40 invited talks on and off campus.

https://finearts.illinoisstate.edu/faculty-staff/profile/?ulid=rkburke
https://cas.illinoisstate.edu/faculty_staff/profile.php?ulid=emprzy1
https://cas.illinoisstate.edu/faculty_staff/profile.php?ulid=bmbanks


Matt CapLan (physiCs) 

Dr. Matt Caplan joined ISU in the fall of 2019 and is a theoretical physicist. He 
earned his Ph.D. from Indiana University in 2017 and won the Dissertation Award 
in Nuclear Physics from the American Physical Society. Prior to joining Illinois State, 
Caplan was a fellow at the McGill Space Institute. In 2021, he published papers on 
nuclear fission chain reactions, the ignition mechanism of supernova explosions, 
microscopic black holes as dark matter, and plasma crystallization in the cores of stars. 
Many of these received international press coverage, with articles appearing in NewSci-
entist and Science magazine, among others. Caplan is active in nuclear weapons policy 
and was an inaugural fellow of the Physicists Coalition for Nuclear Threat Reduction. 
He met with four congressional offices last year to advocate for changes to U.S. nuclear 
weapons posture and was recognized by the American Physical Society with the Five 
Sigma Physicist award. In his spare time, Caplan is a writer for YouTube channels run by Kurzgesagt and PBS. 
He has contributed to more than 50 videos with more than 300 million combined views. He is studying this 
year how stars freeze and whether there is a black hole in the center of the sun.

Luke russeLL (FaMiLy and COnsuMer sCienCes) 

Dr. Luke T. Russell, CFLE, is an assistant professor of human development and family 
science in the Department of Family and Consumer Sciences at Illinois State Univer-
sity. He has a Ph.D. in human environmental sciences with a concentration in human 
development and family science, and a master’s in human development and family 
studies with a concentration in family science from the University of Missouri. He 
double majored in political science and human development and family studies at the 
University of Connecticut while completing a minor in sociology. Russell’s research in-
vestigates how individuals living in diverse family structures (e.g., post-divorce families, 
remarried/stepfamilies, cohabiting families, single-parent families, etc.) organize their 
relationships, engage in strategies that promote resilience, and maintain family mem-
bers’ health and well-being. He also studies how broader social institutions (e.g., health 
care systems, schools, and government agencies) can function as supportive resources for those living in struc-
turally diverse families. Russell serves on the editorial boards of the Journal of Family Theory & Review, Journal of 
Family Nursing, Family Relations: Interdisciplinary Journal of Applied Family Science, Journal of Social and Personal 
Relationships, and Personal Relationships. He teaches courses in communication and helping skills, family policy, 
and enduring issues for couples and families.

MiCheLe shrOpshire (nursing) 

Dr. Michele Shropshire is a nurse researcher with Mennonite College of Nursing at 
Illinois State University. Her research focuses on improving the quality of life, symp-
tom management, and nursing care for older adults. Her research focus and advocacy 
for essential caregivers to older adults in long term care environments continues to be 
a priority. In addition, education for undergraduate students when caring for older 
adults living in long-term care environments remains a research passion and focus area 
for Shropshire.

MeLinda snOdgrass (speCiaL eduCatiOn) 

Dr. Melinda R. Snodgrass is an assistant professor in the Department of Special 
Education at Illinois State University. She believes very deeply in the importance 
and moral imperative of desegregating schools based on disability and has devoted 
her research agenda to pursuing inclusive education. Her current research focuses on 
building inclusive schools through family-school partnerships, systematic supports 
planning and anti-ableist work, with a particular interest in supporting students who 
use augmentative and alternative communication. Because issues of research meth-
odology are critical to the pursuit of more equitable, inclusive schools, Snodgrass has 
devoted a significant portion of her research agenda to collaborative efforts arguing for 
the expansion of research methods that are valued by special education researchers and 
to reexamining how special education researchers attend to the impacts of their work 
on students, families, and educators.

https://cas.illinoisstate.edu/faculty_staff/profile.php?ulid=mecapl1
https://cast.illinoisstate.edu/faculty-staff/profile.php?ulid=ltrusse
https://nursing.illinoisstate.edu/faculty-staff/profile.php?ulid=mdshrop
https://education.illinoisstate.edu/faculty_staff/profile.php?ulid=mrsnodg


Outstanding university Creative aCtivity

JOhn stark (theatre and danCe) 

John Stark is a professor of design in Illinois State University’s School of Theatre and 
Dance. He was named the artistic director of the Illinois Shakespeare Festival in 2017. 
He received a bachelor’s degree from Wayne State College and an M.F.A. in scene de-
sign from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Stark joined ISU in 1991 after teaching 
at Illinois Wesleyan University and Arizona State University, where he was named 
College of Fine Arts Distinguished Teacher of the Year. A member of the United Scenic 
Artists Local 829, he has designed professionally for Chicago Theatre companies in-
cluding Red Orchid Theatre, Victory Gardens, Seanachai Theatre, Drury Lane The-
atre, The Next Theatre, Noble Fool Theatricals, and Famous Door Theatre—where his 
design of The Living was awarded the Joseph Jefferson Award for Scenic Design. He 
has designed 36 productions for the Illinois Shakespeare Festival. Regional credits in-
clude Indiana Repertory Theatre; the Garden Theatre in Winter Garden, Florida; the Sacramento Theatre Co.; 
Nebraska Repertory Theatre; Pennsylvania Center Stage; Diablo Light Opera in  Walnut Creek, California; Ac-
tors Theatre of Phoenix; Childsplay in Tempe, Arizona; and Actors Lab of Scottsdale. Stark has also worked pro-
fessionally in St. Louis. His design of Way to Heaven for the New Jewish Theatre was nominated for a St. Louis 
Theatre Circle Award in 2013. He designed the world premiere of Falling at Mustard Seed Theatre in 2011. The 
show opened in 2012 Off-Broadway at the Minetta Lane Theatre, with Stark again designing the production 
that received three Drama Desk nominations. He is married to ISU Professor of Acting Lori Adams. They have 
two artist children: Anna, a Brooklyn-based dance artist and arts administrator; and Nathan, a professional actor 
in the International MFA Acting Program at the Bristol Old Vic Theatre School in Bristol, England.

tuyen tOnnu (MusiC) 

Vietnamese-American pianist Tuyen Tonnu is known for her sensitive command of 
timbral color, her singing lyricism, and striking style. She has graced the world’s stages 
with solo and chamber music concerts in the U.S., Asia, and Europe. As a champion of 
new music, Tonnu’s performances have garnered praise for their powerful and insight-
ful interpretations. Her collaborations have included premieres and works by Hans 
Otte, Tristan Murail, Sheila Silver, Libby Larsen, Adrienne Elisha, Jeffrey Mumford, 
Martha Horst, and Lukas Ligeti, among others. For the past two decades, she has been 
the foremost interpreter of the piano music of the late Egyptian-American composer 
Halim El-Dabh, presenting the premiere performances of many of his works. El-
Dabh’s first piano concerto was composed for and dedicated to her. In 2001, Tonnu 
was one of 10 musicians selected from the U.S. to perform in Alexandria, Egypt, for 
the inauguration of the Bibliotheca Alexandrina. Other notable performances included collaborations with the 
Escher String Quartet and the Stony Brook Contemporary Chamber Players, the world premiere of Martha 
Horst’s Piano Concerto No. 1 with the Illinois State University Symphony Orchestra, and the U.S. premiere of 
Roque Cordero’s Piano Concerto No. 1 with the Texas Christian University Symphony Orchestra. Tonnu’s solo 
commercial album, Roque Cordero: The Complete Works for Piano Solo was released on the American/British label 
Albany Record  in September 2020. The CD has received rave reviews in Fanfare: The Magazine for Serious Re-
cord Collectors (March/April 2021) and in the American Record Guide (March/April 2021). Tonnu is an associate 
professor of piano at Illinois State University. She earned her degrees from Pacific Lutheran University, Eastman 
School of Music, the Cleveland Institute of Music, and Stony Brook University. Her teachers and coaches have 
included James Avery, Daniel Shapiro, Anne Epperson, Thomas Hecht, Christina Dahl, Gilbert Kalish, and 
Sergei Babayan.

https://finearts.illinoisstate.edu/faculty-staff/profile/?ulid=jcstark
https://finearts.illinoisstate.edu/faculty-staff/profile/?ulid=ttonnu


Outstanding university researCher

kathryn saMpeCk (sOCiOLOgy and anthrOpOLOgy) 

Dr. Kathryn Sampeck earned her undergraduate and master’s degrees at the Univer-
sity of Chicago, with her Ph.D. completed at Tulane University. She is a professor of 
Anthropology at Illinois State University and an associate with the DuBois Research 
Institute at the Hutchins Center for African and African American Research at Har-
vard University. Sampeck uses multidisciplinary approaches to investigate a variety of 
topics such as taste, cultural landscapes, race, literacy, money, and commerce in Amer-
ican commodities in the Early Modern world. She has devoted years of archaeological 
and historical research to understanding the cultural history of chocolate. As a board 
member of the Fine Cacao and Chocolate Institute, she advocates for a more equitable 
and transparent chocolate-cacao value chain. Her archaeological endeavors are commu-
nity-based, including co-directed projects with the Tribal Historic Preservation Office 
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians. She co-edited with Stacey Schwartzkopf the 2017 volume Substance 
and Seduction: Ingested Commodities in Early Modern Mesoamerica. Sampeck has published numerous articles in 
leading peer-reviewed history, anthropology, archaeology, and geography and Latin American studies journals. 
Forthcoming works include Rich: Cacao Money in Mesoamerica and Afro-Latin American Archaeology: An Intro-
duction. She holds a Fulbright to the United Kingdom for research at the British Library and has held two previ-
ous Fulbrights.  She was the Central America fellow at the David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies 
and the Afro-Latin American Research Institute at the Hutchins Center at Harvard University, a long-term and 
a digital fellow at the John Carter Brown Library at Brown University, and a fellow at Colonial Williamsburg. 
Major research grants have been funded by the National Science Foundation, Wenner-Gren Foundation for 
Anthropological Research, and the Social Science Research Council. She serves as the Archaeology Seat on the 
American Anthropological Association Executive Board, coordinates the Society for American Archaeology 
Afro-Latin American Archaeology Interest Group, and is editor of the journal Historical Archaeology.

Justin viCkers (MusiC) 

Professor Justin Vickers is a British music researcher who specializes in the music, life, 
and endeavors of 20th-century composer Benjamin Britten and his spouse, the tenor 
Peter Pears. As a 2020-2021 U.S. Fulbright Scholar to the United Kingdom, Vickers 
focused on completing his first monograph—The Aldeburgh Festival of Music and the 
Arts: A History of the Britten and Pears Era, 1948–1986—commissioned by The Boy-
dell Press. Vickers was recently named co-editor of Elizabeth Maconchy in Context with 
Lucy Walker (forthcoming, Cambridge University Press). A new project that will result 
in a co-edited volume with Joy H. Calico, Childhood and the Operatic Imaginary has 
been awarded a 2022 Exploratory Seminar funded by Harvard University’s Radcliffe 
Institute for Advanced Study (summer 2022). Together with Philip Reed, Vickers is 
editing a memoir of the first Aldeburgh Festival manager, Elizabeth Sweeting, along-
side her correspondence with Britten (The Bittern Press, 2023). He is co-editor of Benjamin Britten in Context 
(Cambridge University Press, 2022) and Benjamin Britten Studies: Essays on An Inexplicit Art (The Boydell Press, 
2017) with Vicki P. Stroeher. He has contributed to The Sea in the British Musical Imagination (The Boydell 
Press, 2016) and Literary Britten: Words and Music in Benjamin Britten’s Vocal Works (The Boydell Press, 2019). 
He has multiple Britten articles in print or at press. Vickers has been a regular contributor to programming at 
The Red House, Britten’s heritage home and archive in Aldeburgh on the Suffolk coast. He has performed there 
in recital and lecture-recitals, as well as appeared on the From The Red House podcast and in public talks. Vickers 
writes essays for the annual exhibition booklets including A Circle of Support: Britten and Women (2022), ‘Such 
an artist to write for’: Inspiration and Collaboration (2020-2021), Britten in America (2018), Queer Talk: Homo-
sexuality in Britten’s Britain (2017), and Britten’s Words (2015). Additional research focuses on Britten’s song and 
the creative process, the 33-year history of the English Opera Group, and other midcentury composers and sub-
jects in the British Isles. Vickers has been named Visiting Fellow of Music at New College, University of Oxford, 
England, for Trinity Term 2023.

https://soa.illinoisstate.edu/faculty_staff/profile.php?ulid=ksampec
https://finearts.illinoisstate.edu/faculty-staff/a-z/profile.php?ulid=vickers


CrOss-disCipLinary teaM aWard

Chris MuLLigan (CheMistry), JaMie WieLand (MQM), and MiChaeL gizzi (CriMinaL JustiCe)

Dr. Christopher C. Mulligan, professor of analytical chemistry, joined Illinois State’s Department of Chemistry 
in 2008. His research group is focused on applying and adapting portable mass spectrometric (MS) devices for 
use in areas of societal need. Through his research, Mulligan seeks to demonstrate the performance, impact, and 
practicality of portable MS systems featuring ambient ionization methods for use in forensic evidence screening, 
the law enforcement/first response communities, and in environmental contaminant monitoring. Mulligan’s 
collaborative and interdisciplinary research 
on portable MS systems has been funded by 
the National Science Foundation, National 
Institute of Justice, and Research Corpo-
ration for Scientific Advancement. He has 
conducted field research with the Army Corp 
of Engineers, Forensic Technology Center 
of Excellence at RTI, U.S. National Guard 
Civil Support Teams, and various local and 
state-level police agencies. His research in areas 
of societal need was acknowledged by back-to-
back selections to the 2017 and 2018 “Power 
List” by the Analytical Scientist Magazine and 
receipt of the 2021 American Society for Mass 
Spectrometry PUI Research Award.

Dr. Jamie R. Wieland is an associate professor 
in Illinois State University’s Department of 
Management and Quantitative Methods. She 
received her bachelor’s degree in industrial engineering and management science and economics from North-
western University. Her master’s degree and Ph.D. were completed in industrial engineering and operations 
research from Purdue University. Wieland’s research interests are in applied statistics and computational model-
ing for purposes of decision analysis, policy evaluation, and systems optimization. Her research in the forensic 
sector has been supported by two National Institute of Justice grants. She has assessed the financial viability via 
cost-benefit modeling and error probabilities of broad field implementation of portable instrumentation for 
forensic evidence processing. In the College of Business, she teaches Statistics, Operations Management, and 
Applied Tools for Business Decision Making courses.

Dr. Michael Gizzi is a professor of Criminal Justice Sciences and holds a Ph.D. in political science from the 
University at Albany, SUNY. He taught criminal justice and political science at Colorado Mesa University from 
1995 until 2008, when he came to ISU. Gizzi’s research is diverse and focuses on privacy, vehicle searches, nar-
cotic dog sniffs, and the intersection of technology and law. He also writes and researches on the usage of qual-
itative data analysis techniques. His interest in technology and law led him to collaborate with Dr. Christopher 
Mulligan and Dr. Jamie Wieland on the policy sides of the use of the portable mass spectrometer. Gizzi’s most 
recent books are The Practice of Qualitative Data Analysis: Research Examples Using MAXQDA with Dr. Stefan 
Rädiker (MAXQDA Press, Berlin, 2021), and The Fourth Amendment in Flux: The Roberts, Crime Control, and 
Digital Privacy with Dr. Craig Curtis (University of Kansas Press, 2016). He uses qualitative and mixed methods 
methodologies in his work and is a certified trainer in the use of MAXQDA computer-aided qualitative data 
analysis software in the social sciences.  

https://chemistry.illinoisstate.edu/faculty_staff/profile.php?ulid=cmullig
https://business.illinoisstate.edu/faculty-staff/dm/profile/?ulid=jwiela2
https://criminaljustice.illinoisstate.edu/faculty_staff/profile.php?ulid=mgizzi

